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The Transformative Impact of EU Enlargement
The European Union faced a big bang enlargement in 2004, bringing positive inputs to the EU and
its new Member-states. Enlargement has since slowed down for several reasons, while discourse
on the EU has turned slightly sour. The European Parliament election results amplified this negative
perception towards the European Union.
Despite the hiccups along the way, the EU is still the most ambitious and exciting project. The
Portuguese State Secretary for European Affairs, Dr. Bruno Maçães, will discuss why the EU is more
attractive than ever, its transformative impact and why its heyday is not over. Dr. Maçães will shed
some light on why negative feelings heightened during and after the euro crisis, the impact of
extremist parties, and what the EU needs to do to gain back popularity. He will also discuss the
importance of fulfillment of the existing EU membership criteria and why the process has grown
more rigorous.
Bruno Maçães, Secretary of State for European Affairs, Portugal
Bruno Maçães was born in 1974. He received his Law degree from the University of
Lisbon in 1997 and his Ph.D in Political Science from Harvard University.
Between 2006 and 2007, Maçães was a Professor at the University of Yonsei in the
Republic of Korea, where he taught International Political Economy. He then
worked at the American Enterprise Institute in 2008. From 2008 to 2011, Maçães
helped launch a new international university in Europe, the European College of Liberal Arts in
Berlin. The first students to attend the new institution graduated in 2011.
Between June 2011 and March 2013, Maçães was political adviser to the Prime Minister of
Portugal. His latest publications discuss political economy, structural reforms and the future of the
euro area.
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